
County Councillor’s Report for Parishes, April 2019 – Anna Bradnam 
 
Buses secured for another year! 
The County Council announced in February 2019 that all subsidised bus services would continue. 
This was because the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority (who are responsible for 
their provision) had agreed funding for the 2019/20 financial year. Previously, 27 of the current 
contracted services were due to end on 31st March. The County is currently undertaking a 
procurement exercise on behalf of the CPCA, to put new contracts in place. This has taken longer 
than expected but we have been assured there will be no gap in service. They will announce the 
results by Easter. There are currently 27 contracted services of which these are relevant locally: 
18           Newmarket- Fulbourn 
114B      City Centre - Grafton - Beehive - Addenbrookes 
117B      Cambridge City Centre - Fen Estate 
196         Horningsea – Cambridge 
I am seeking confirmation that the 9B / 19 will also be maintained to serve Landbeach. 
 

A10 update – a £giant leap or a cautious step? 
A fortnight ago we were advised that the key next steps to dual the A10 between Ely and 
Cambridge would be presented to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined 
Authority Board on 27 March. The recommendation was to carry out a Strategic Outline 
Business Case (SOBC) study for the dualling scheme. The study had the backing of Mayor 
James Palmer who has described the project as essential to facilitating the anticipated 
growth of the corridor. It is one of the Combined Authority’s priority schemes and is seen as 
crucial to better connecting the economies of Fenland and Greater Cambridge. The Mayor 
said, “The production of this business case will be a key next step towards that goal (and it 
is)… important that we put ourselves in a position to take advantage of the funding schemes 
that may be available from the Department for Transport. “The A10 is a significant growth 
corridor, with Ely, Waterbeach, and the Cambridge Fringe North East site all predicted to 
see housing, jobs and economic growth, so I am confident this business case will put 
forward a very strong case for investment.” 
  

Meantime, however, concerns had been raised by the Combined Authority Scrutiny and 
Overview Committee about full dualling, which could cost up to £500 million. At the Board 
meeting Councillor Bridget Smith, the Lib Dem Leader of South Cambridgeshire District 
Council, proposed that an alternative, more cost-effective upgrading plan for the A10 should 
be considered alongside the previously proposed full dualling of the road from Ely to 
Cambridge. She recommended that improvements to the junctions on the A10 should be 
explored as a less costly alternative to achieve improvements in the short term, and the 
board unanimously supported this recommendation. 

The high cost of the project would make it unlikely to be accepted by the government’s 
Larger Local Majors scheme, through which the Combined Authority would seek to fund the 
upgrading. Improvements to the junctions on the A10, on the other hand, would cost 
significantly less, would offer significant benefits to road-users sooner, and would be much 
more likely to be covered by the scheme. 

The Scrutiny Committee was concerned that junction improvements had so far not been 
considered as an option by the Combined Authority, even though a study commissioned by 
Cambridgeshire County Council showed that this would be the best value-for-money course 



for upgrading the A10. The same study concluded that full dualling would offer the least 
value for money out of all the available options. 

In my view, this is probably a sensible step to achieve ‘quick wins’ but I’m acutely aware that 
it does nothing to clarify the future alignment of the road, which is of paramount concern to 
our residents beside the A10, nor to secure the necessary investment for long-term 
improvements that are desperately needed. 

I am also concerned that we currently have an outline application from U&C with a first 
phase of development of Waterbeach New Town towards the northwest part of the site 
and an outline application from RLW that proposes a first phase at the eastern side of the 
site, near the re-located railway station. If (in contrast to their Travel Plans) the 
developments create significantly more traffic on the A10 and the improvements transpire 
to be insufficient, we have been advised that, under the ‘monitor and manage’ mechanism, 
the developers would not be permitted to progress to Phase 2. It would be most 
unfortunate if the first phases remained isolated from each other and from the village of 
Waterbeach until such time as the A10 improvements came forward. Waterbeach New 
Town needs to be a connected community from the start.   

Schools in Fen Ditton 
Following the announcement that the new primary school on the Wing development north 
of Newmarket Road would be opened all at once, instead of in phases as had originally been 
intended, the parish council was concerned that this would result in the closure of Fen 
Ditton Primary School (FDPS), either as a consequence of falling numbers, if parents opted 
for the Wing, or as a planned consolidation by Anglian Learning Trust (ALT). I asked County 
Officers to attend the parish council to reassure them but was offered a meeting with them 
and Jon Culpin, the CEO of ALT, to which I invited Cllr Daunton. The Officers explained that 
They had always asked for phased opening but when the design moved to a two-storey 
construction, this was not possible. There was a need for the primary school at the Wing 
and they would set the admissions criteria to prevent its opening having a negative impact 
on FDPS or any other neighbouring schools.  Jon Culpin stated that ALT had “always 
intended to retain FDPS”, and were committed to invest in improving the playground and 
outdoor facilities. I am seeking a meeting for the Chairs of Teversham, Fen Ditton and 
Horningsea Parish Councils but this is likely to be after Easter. 
 
Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM) – new public transport for Waterbeach? 
The Combined Authority in January 2018 approved £600,000 to develop a Strategic Outline 
Business Case (SOBC) and an Options Appraisal Report for the CAM. The CAM will provide a 
high-quality, fast and reliable transport network to improve connectivity across the Greater 
Cambridge region. The SOBC seeks to demonstrate that the CAM aligns with wider 
objectives, represents value for money, is commercially viable, affordable and achievable.  
This SOBC, prepared by Steer dated Feb 2019 was considered by the CPCA last week.  The 
decision has not yet been published. 
 
Alconbury Hub The County Council is going ahead with plans for its new Civic Hub at 
Alconbury Weald. Planning permission will now be submitted in April, “with 
approval anticipated in July” and building to start in November 2019. The Council will retain 
a satellite office in Cambridge.    



Tackling Plastic Waste 
The County Council agreed a Plastics Strategy, aimed at reducing the council’s use of single-use 
plastic. As the County’s Waste Disposal Authority, it will work with District and City Councils to 
help households manage waste sustainably. 

Round the parishes: 
Horningsea - South Cambs Magazine – I have requested delivery to Horningsea.  
 
Fen Ditton - Ditton Primary School - see the first part of this report. 
 
Waterbeach 

Weed killer used on Waddelow Rd and the B1047 footpath, south of Clayhithe Bridge - The 
LHO said, “I will look into locations that our contractors carry out weed killing treatment and 
also to see when the 1st treatment is due to be carried out, as you mentioned that some of 
the areas that have had a weed kill treatment appears to be on land owned by SCDC 
(Waddelow Road) and it may be that they are the ones that have carried out the other 
treatments, as currently CCC only carry out treatment within the 30mph zones in parishes. 
Damaged Willow tree outside the Motorboat Club – The LHO said, “I can confirm that this 
verge is actually in the ownership of CCC and therefore I have asked for a quote from our 
contractors which consists of removing the tree and also includes a cost of replacing the 
tree.  I will contact the Parish Council to see where they would like the replacement tree to 
be planted, this can either be at the same location or at another location the PC would like.”  
Waterbeach New Town Community Forum – Wed 10th April. This will be a drop-in session 
only, as there is no new or updated information to present and plans are not far enough 
progressed to discuss some of the subjects requested (A10).  
 
Milton 
Straw on the road and cycle path along the A10 – the LHO said, “I think the best option at 
present would be to contact SCDC as they have the road sweepers and also sweepers for 
the footway, and they are based on the A10 so may be able to do something quickly.” 
I have forwarded the request to SCDC but heard nothing back.  
Post and rail fence opposite Tesco - I have reported on ‘Report a Highway Fault’. 
Potholes on High Street near the junction with Butt Lane and outside EACH Offices. I have been 
advised that the damage in both locations does not meet the criteria for immediate repair but 
will be put on rotating review.  

 
Landbeach 
I asked the LHO to review safety on the Church bends. She reported, “As per my site 
meeting with members of the PC and also the owners of the house, I have advised them 
that I will re-fresh all the white lining round this area within the new financial year, 
unfortunately Road Safety were not in attendance at our original site meeting, however I 
have asked them to carry out an investigation, and have already chased them up to see 
what the outcome is but …(as they are short-staffed).. there is a more delayed response 
than usual.” She also advises reporting every incident of accident or near-miss and speeding 
to the Police. 
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